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Doctors applaud Sachin's gesture
Santosh Andha le

Master blaster Sachin Tendulkar 's refusal  to take up a Rs20 crore-of fer  to endorse a top
l iquor brand has received manyplaudi ts f rom the medical  f raterni ty Tata Memorial
Hosp i ta l  au thor i t ies  a re  now request ing  h im to  be  the  Brand Ambassador  o f  the
hosp i ta l .  Theywant  to  rope in  the  master -b las te r  to  c rea te  awareness  about  tobacco-
l iq  uor  re la ted  d iseases
"Sach in  i s  a  g rea t  ro le  mode l  fo ryoung genera t ion .  We wro te  to  h im and requested  h im
to  be  the  ambassador  o f  our  hosp i ta l  to  c rea te  awareness  about  carc inogens.  l f  has
t ime,  I  am sure  he  w i l l  accept  our  o f fe r , "  sa id  Dr  Ra jan  Badve,  d i rec to r ,  Ta ta  Memor ia l

E E n lerge ln , ts t :  HosPi ta l
Accord ing to sources. Sachin will ne\,er endors e prod ucts that are harmful to one's

health.
Last month doctors were protesting o\er the movie Guzaarish where posters showed Aishwarya Rai smoking. IMany
felt that the picture should not ha\,€ been used to promote the movie. These images ga\€ a wrong message to the
youth who are most likelyto imitate Boll) wood stars. who they idolise. Doctors had been very \ocal about their
diss atisfaction and had worn black badges to protest against lhe poster where the actres s is seen s m okrng.
Dr Pankaj Chatunedi, associate professor of Head and Neck Cancer department, Tata Hopital, and joint secretary,
Action council Against Tobacco, said, "4ay DeWn, Shahrukh Khan and other celebrities are seen smoking on
screen and don' t take responsib i l i tyas a youth icons of the nat ion.  But ,  lhope Sachin inspi res manyother
celebrates."
"We are \ery happywith Tendulkar's responsible behaviour. We wanted Sanjay Duit, who has a hughe fan base, to
follow Sachin's lead and stop prom oting g utkha and pan m asala and be a good e)@m ple for the )outh," s aid Dr
Ravikant Singh, con\€ner, Doctors for You, which is a non-proflt organisation working the medical fleld for people.
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